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The tender leaves of hopes, to-morrow blofToms, 

And bears his blufhing honours thick upon him ; 

The third day comes a frgft, a killing frqft ; 

And when he thinks, good eafy man, full furely 
His greatnefs is a ripening, nips his root; 

And then he falls as I do. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

A dower doth fpread and dye. 

Thou would’ft .extend me to fome good, 

'Before I were by froft’s exitrernity nipt in die bud. Herb. 

His delivery now proves 
Ahontivje, as the firft-bom bloom of fpring, 

Nipt with the lagging rear of winter’s froft. ^Tilton. 
Had he not been nipped in the bud, he might have m?de a 
formidable figure in his own works among pofterity. Add. 

From fuch encouragement it is eafy to guefs to what per¬ 
fection I might have brought this great work, had it not been 
nipt in the bud. Arbuthnot's John Bull. 

4. To pinch as froft. 

The air bites fhrewdly, it is very cold. — 

—It is a nipping and an eager air. Shake/. Hamlet. 

When Hides hang by the wall, 

And Dick the fhepherd blows his nail; 

When blood is nipt, and ways be foul, 

Then nighty fings the flaring owl. Ska. Love's L. Loft. 

5. To vest; to bite. 

And fharp remorfe his heart did prick and nip. 

That drops df blood thence like a well did play. Fairy Q. 

6. To fatirife ; to ridicule ; to taunt farcaftically. 

But the right gentle mind would bite his lip 
To hear thejavel fo good men to nip. Hubbard's Tale. 
Quick wits commonly be in defire new-fangled ; in pur- 
pofe unconftant; bold with any perfon ; bufy in every mat¬ 
ter ; foothing fuch as be prefent, nipping any that is abfent. 

Afthams Schoolmafter. 

Nip. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A pinch with the nails or teeh. 

I am fharply taunted, yeq, fometimes with pinches, nips , 
and bobs. Afchants Schoolmafter. 

2. A fmall cut. 

What this a fteeve ? ’tis like a demicannon; 

What up and down carv’d like an apple-tart ? 

Here’s fnip, and nip, and cut, and flifh, and flafh. 

Like to a confer in a barber’s fhop. Shakefpeare. 

3. A blaft. 

So hafty fruits and too ambitious flow’rs, 

Scorning the midwifry of rip’ning fhow’rs, 

In fpight of frofts, fpring from th’ unwilling earth, 

But find a nip untimely as their birth. Stepney. 

4. A taunt; a fkreafin. 

Ni'pper. n.f. [from nip.\ A faftrift. Out of ufe. 

Ready backbiters, fore nippers, andfpiteful reporters privily 
of good men. Afcham. 

Ni'ppers. n. f. [from nip.] Small pincers. 

Ni'pp-ingly. adv. [from nip.] With bitter farcafin. 
NJ'PPLE. n.f [nypele, Saxon.] 

1. The teat ; the dug ; that which the fucking young take in¬ 
to their mouths. 

Tho’ tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me.— 

I would, while it was finding in my face. 

Have pluckt my nipple from his bonelefs gums. Shakefp. 

In creatures that nourifh their young with milk, are adapt¬ 
ed the nipples of the breaft to the mouth and organs of fuc- 
t * on Ray on the Creation. 

2. The orifice at which any animal liquor is feparated. 

In moft other birds there is only one gland, in which are 
divers little cells ending in two or three larger cells,- lying 
under the nipple of the oil bag. Durham's Phyfeco Theol. 

Nipplewort, n.f. [Lampfana.] A very common weed. 
Nisi Prius. n.f 

[In law.] A judicial writ, which heth in cafe where the 
inqueft is panelled, and returned before the juftices of the 
bank; the one party or the other making petition to have 
this writ for the eafe of the country. It is, direfted to the 
fneriftt, commanding that he caufe the men impanelled to 
come before the juftices in the fann? county, for the deter¬ 
mining of tlv<? caufe there, except it- be fo difficult that it 
need great deliberation : in which cafe, it is ent again to 
the bahk. It is fo called from the firft words of the writ 
nifi apud talem locum prius venerint ; whereby it appeareth, 
that juftices of affixes and juftices of nifi pnus , differ. o 
that juftices of nifi prius, muft be one of them before whom 
the caufe is depending in the bench, with fome other goo 
men of the county affociated to him. owe ' 

Nit. w. / [J»iitu, Saxpn.] The egg of a loufe, or fmall 

^ The whame, or burrel-fly, is vexatious to horfes in fum- 
mer, not by flinging them, but only by their bombylious 
noire, or tickling'then, in flicking then 

hair. . 

Ni'tency. n.f. [mtentia , Latin. J 
1. Luftre; clear brightoefr. 


■ ' Nit- 

[^ T ° m thC LatIn ’ nker '^ Endeavour ’ -fpnng to expand it- 

The atoms of fire accelerate the motion of thefe particle 
from which acceleration their fpring, or endeavour outward 
will be augmented; that is, thofe zones will have a ftron* 
nitency to fly wider open. r> ft 

Ni'thing. n.f A coward, daftard, poltroon. 

Ni't^d. adj. [ niiidus, Latin.] Bright; {hiding; luflrous. 

We reftore old pieces of dirty gold to a clean and nitidy t \- 
low, by putting them into fire afid aqua fortis, which take 
off the adventitious filth. Boyle on Colour f 

NITRE, n.f [nitre, Fr. nitrwn , Latin.] 

The fait which we know at this time, under the name of 
nitre or falt-petre, is a cryftalline pellucid, but fomewhat 
whitifh fubftance, gf an acrid and bitterifh tafte, impreftmo- 
a peculiar fenfe of coldnefs upon the tongue. This falt & 
though H affords, by means of fire, an acid fpirit capable of 
diftolving almoft every thing, yet manifefts no fign of its 
containing any acid at all in its crude ftate. Nitre is of the 
number of thofe falts which are naturally blended in imper¬ 
ceptible particles in earths, ftones, and other foflile fub- 
ftances, as the particles of metals are in their ores : it is 
fometimes however found pure, in form of an efflorefeence 
either on its ores or on the furface of old walls; thele ef- 
florefcences diffolved in proper water, fhooting into regular 
and proper cryftals of nitre. That this fak fhould be found 
on the lurface of walls is not wonderful, fince it is found 
only on or near the lurface of the earth where it is produced. 
The earth from which nitre is made, both in Perfia and the 
Eaft-Indies, is a kind of yellowifli marl found in the bare 
cliffs of the fides of hills expofed to the northern and eafterri 
winds, and never in any other fituation. From this mail 
the fait is feparated by water ; but the cryftals into which it 
(hoots, as we receive them from the Eaft-Indies, are fmall, 
imperfect, and impure. Earths of whatever kind, moiftened 
by the dung and excrement of animals, frequently afford ni¬ 
tre in large quantities. The earths at the bottom of pigeon- 
houfes, and thofe of ftables and cow-houfes, all afford nitre , 
on being thrown into water and bpiled. In France, where 
very little nitre is imported, they make it from the rubbifh 
of old mortar and plaifter of buildings; and the mortar of 
old walls with us, if moiftened with urine and expofed to 
the air in a proper fituation that is open to the north eaft, 
and covered over to defend it from wet, never fails to afford 
nitre in a few weeks, and that in proportion of one tenth of 
the weight of the ingredients. There is no queftion but a 
manufactory of nitre might be eftabliihed in England to as 
much advantage as that of France. The place where the 
materials are expofed, is to be carefully examined. It muft 
be moderate as to the great points of moifture and dryneis; 
if there be too mudTmnifture the nim which is already 
formed will be walked away, and without fome moifture 
the falts will hardly be ever formed. Heat and coldnels, 
unlefs exceffive, can be of no confcquence. It is on account 
of the requifitenefs of fo certain a degree of moifture to the 
materials from which nitre is obtained, that the north eaft 
winds are of fo much ufe in the produ&ion of it. In fpring 
and autumn, which are the feafons when this fait is prin¬ 
cipally made, thefe two winds are neither too moift nor too 
dry, efpecially in the night ; the fouth and weft winds are 
deftruaive, becaufe they bring ftorms and fhowers. In me¬ 
dicine, nitre is cooling and diuretick, and good in burning re- 
vers. The riatrum or nitre of the ancients, is a genuine, na¬ 
tive, and pure fait, extremely different from.our nitre, and from 
all other native falts; being a fixed alkali plainly of the na¬ 
ture of thofe made by fire from vegetables, yet being ca¬ 
pable of a regular cryftallization, which thole falts are no 
It is found on or very near the furface of the earth, in th 
flat cakes, fpungy, light, and friable ; and when> P“ re » 
a pale brownifh white colour. It is of an acrid taft , k 

• pot-afhes. About Smyrna and Ephefus, and through a great 

part of Afia Minor, this fait is extremely frequent on 
furface of the earth, and alfo in Sindy a 
inner Afia, where they fweep it up anTcaU or *. 

ufing a folution or lye of it in wafhing. T1 ^ natrU be a , oft 
tre of- the ancients, has been by fome fuppofed . 
fubftance, and. by others to be the fame ^ 1 this folt 
falt-petre; but both thefe opinions are enon , 
being the true natrum of the ancients, anw. In 

to its defeription, and having all its ule* , t with 
feripture we find that the fait called nitre ^uTdfierm 
vinegar, and had an abfterfive quality, 
feajy agree with this fait but not with falt-petr , _ | 

different qualities aferibed to it by the ancients. HA on JJ 
Some tumultuous cloud, Milton. 

Inftincft with fire and nitre, hurried him. 

Some fteep their feed, and feme m cauldrons bo>^ 
With vigorous nitre and with lees of 01 . ^ with 

Ni'trous. adj. [nitrtux, Fr. from Impiegna 

nitre; confifting of nitre. 


Earth and 

a nitrous fatneL mo Bacon's Natural Htftory. 

The northern air beins more fully charged with thofe 
particles fuppofed nitrous which are■ 

fiden/to'mov^Sch'an'^unweUdy bulk with ^celerity. Ray. 

He to quench his drought lo much inclmd, 

May fnowy fields and nitrous paftures; find. 

Meet Acres of cold fo greedily purfu d, Blackmori 

And be refrefh’d with never-wafting food. Blackmon. 

vr./ T RY adj. [from nitre.] Nitrous. 

N Winter my theme confines ; whofe mtry wind 

Shall cruft the flabby mire, and kennels bind. Cay. 

adv. [from nitty.] Loufiiy. 

N One Bell was put to death at Tyburn for moving a new 
rebellion s he was a man nittily needy, and “rejd- 

Nr'TTY. U «V- [ from nit t Abounding with the eggs of lice. 

N 'vfl. 4 Latin.] Abounding with Inow. DtSl. 

NFveous. adj. [ niveus, Latin.] Snowy; refemblmg fnow. 
Cinabar becomes red by the acid exhalation of fulphur, 
which otherways prefects a pure and niveous white. Brown. 
NiTy .n.f. A dunce ; a fimpleton. A low word. 

NO. adv. [na, Saxon.] 

1. The word of refufal. 

Our courteous Antony, 

Whom ne’er the word of no, woman heard fpeak, 

Being barber’d ten times o’er, goes to the feaft. Shake/ 
Henceforth my wooing mind fhall be expreft, 

In ruflet yeas and honeft kerfy noes. Sha. L. Labours Loft. 
If you will not confider thefe things now, the time will 
Ihortly come when you fhall confider them whether you will 
or no. Calamy's Serm. 

2. The word of denial oppofite to conceffion or affirmation. 

I think it would not fort amifs, to handle the queftion, 
whether a war for the propagation of the Cnriftian faith, 
without another caufe of hoftility, be lawful or no, and in 

what cafes? . Bacon • 

3. It fometimes confirms a foregoing negative. 

My name’s Macbeth 1 — 

_The Devil himfelf could not pronounce a title 

More hateful to mine ear. — 

— No, nor more fearful. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

Never more 

This hand fhall combat on the crooked fhore: 

No ; let the Grecian pow’rs oppreft in fight, 

Unpity’d perifh in their tyrant’s fight. Dryd. Homer. 

4. It fometimes (Lengthens a following negative; no not, not even. 

No not the bow which fo adorns the (kies, 

So glorious is, or boafts fo many dies. Walter. 

No. adj. 

1. Not any ; none. 

Let their be 710 ftrife between me and thee. Gen. xiii. 8. 

Woman and fool are two hard things to hit. 

For true no meaning puzzles more than wit. Pope. 

2. It feems an adjective in thefe phrafes, no longer, no more, 
no where. 

When we faw that they were no where, we came to Sa¬ 
muel. 1 Sam. x. 14. 

In vain I reach my feeble hands to join 
In fweet embraces ; ah ! no longer thine. Drydcn. 

3; No one ; none ; not any one. 

No one who doeth good to thofe only from whom he ex¬ 
perts to receive good, can ever be fully fatisfied of his own 
fincefity. Smalridge's Serm. 

To Nobi-Litate. v. a. [nobilito, Latin.] To ennoble ; to 
make noble. 

Nobi'lity. n.f [nobilitas, Latin.] 

I. Antiquity of family joined with fplendoiir. 

When I took up Boccace unawares, I fell on the fame 
argument of preferring virtue to nobility of blood, and titles 
in the ftory of Sigilmunda. Dryden , Fab. Pref. 

Long galleries of anceftors, 

Challenge, nor wonder, or efteem from me. 


Bafe men, being in Jove, nave 





DJUCIUW., . Shakefpeare's Othello. 


3- The perfons of high rank ; the perfons who are exalted 
above the commons. 

It is a purpos’d thinoy 

To curb the will of the nobility. ° Shake/. Coriolanus. 

4 - Dignity; grandeur ; <rreatnefs. 

Though the hated Ampialus, yet the nobility of her cou¬ 
rage prevailed over it; and (he defired he might be pardoned 

tV’r, hfU ', err0U1 ' C ° nMerin § the re P ut ation he had to be 
the beft knight m the world ; fo as hereafter he governed 
lrnfelf, as one remembering his fault. Sidney, b ii 

But ah, my mufe, I would thou hadft facility 

I o work my goddefs fo by thy invention. 

On me to caft thofe eyes where fhine nobility. Sidney. 


[They thought it great uicu ~ Dryden. 

And nam’d their pride, nobility of foul. Vryae 

NO'BLE. adj. [noble, fir. nohths, Latin.] 

1 Of an ancient and fplehdid family. 

2 ; Exalted to a rank above commonalty. 

From virtue firft began. 

The difference that diftinguifh’d man from man : 

= ood - Dryd - 

3 ‘ G T e hus Zman diffieaving bis death for an-ampleof 
_ . — r.srrr. '.ttid n memorial of virtue. 2 Mac. vi. 3 1 - 


a noble courage, and a memorial of virtue 

: iiiduftrious, but to nobler defcds 


Milton . 


Milt. 


To vice 

Tim’rous. . • ■ 

A noble ffroke he lifted high. 

Which hung not, but with tempeft fell. • 

Thofe two great things that fo engrofs the defires and de- 
fterns of both the nobler and ignobler fort of mankind, are 
to be found in religion ; namely, wifdom and pleafure. South. 
a-. Exalted ; elevated ; Jublime. 

My fhare in pale Pyrene I refign. 

And claim no part in all the mighty nine: 

Statues, with winding ivy crown’d belong _ 

To nobler poets, for a nobler fong. Dryd. 

5. Magnificent; {lately: as, a noble parade. 

6. Free ; generous ; liberal. 

7. Principal; capital: as, the heart is one of the noble parts of 
the body. 

No'ble. n.f. 

1. One of high rank. 

Upon the nobles of the children of Ifrael he laid not his 
hand. Ex:ianx. 11. 

How many nobles then fhould hold their places. 

That muff ftrike fail to fpirits of vile fort! Shakefp. 

What the nobles once faid in parliament, Nolumus leges An- 
gliae mutari, is imprinted in the hearts of all the people. Bacon. 

The nobles amongft the Romans took fpecial care in their 
laft wills, that they might have a lamp in their monuments. 

Wilkin s Math. Magic. 
See all our nobles begging to be flaves, 

See all our fools afpiring to be knaves. Pope, Dial. i. 
It may be the difpofition of young nobles, that they ex- 
pedl the accomplifhments of a good education without the 
leaft expcnce of time or ffudy. Swift's Modern Education. 

The fecond natural divifion of power, is of fuch men 
who have acquired large poffeffions, and confequently de¬ 
pendencies ; or defeend from anceftors who have left them 
great inheritances, together with an hereditary authority : 
thefe eafily unite in thoughts and opinions. Thus com¬ 
mences a great council or fenate of nobles, for the weighty 
affairs of the nation. Swift . 

2. A coin rated at fix (hillings and eight-pence; the fum of 
fix and eight-pence. 

Shortly after he coined nobles, of noble, fair, and fine px>ld. 

Camden's Remains. 

Many fair promotions 
Are daily given, to enoble thofe 

That fcarce, fome two days fince, were worth a nobtei Sha. 
Upon every writ procured for debt or damage, amounting 
to forty pounds or more, a noble, that is fix (hillings and 
eight-pence, is, and ufually hath been paid to fine. Bacon. 
Nc'ble liverwort. [Hepatica.] A plant. 

The chara&ers are: the root is fibrofe and perennial: 
the leaf confifts of three lobes 011 a pedicle, which arifes 
from the root; as does the pedicle of the flower, which is 
naked and Angle : the cup of the flower is, for the moft 
part, compofed of one leaf fometimes cut into three or 
four deep divifions : the flower confifts of many leaves, which 
expand in form of a rofe : the fruit is globular, confiftine of 
one Angle cell curvated. MUler. 

No'bleman. n.f [noble and man.] One who is ennobled. 

If I blufh, 

It is to fee a nobleman want manners: Shake/ Hen. VIII. 
The nobleman is he, whofe noble mind 
/ Is fill’d with inborn worth. Drydcn's Wife of Bath . 

Nobleness^ n.f. [from noble.] 

1. Greatnefs; worth; dignity; magnanimity. 

The noblenefs of life 
Is to do this ; when fuch a mutual pair, 

And fuch attvam can do’t. Shah/ Ant. and Cleopatra. 

That my ability may undergo; 

And noblenefi impofe. ° Shakefpeare's IVinter’eTale. 

1 rue noblenefs would 

Learn him forbearance from fo foul a wrona. Shakefb 

M 4 h i 4 °ub S r aS r ! ln P " V u te between G ° d and Bis own 
Ul, as in public, hath given himfelf a good teftimonv that 

h pUr P° fes are ful1 of honefty, noblenef, and i“ty 

jg p Taylor's Holy Living. 

Great- 



































































































































































































































































